Guide to Acceleration

(Adapted from the Iowa Acceleration Scale)

Student’s Name ____________________________________________

School ____________________________________________________

Current Grade Level _________________________________________

Date ______________________________________________________

Critical Items:
The following items are critical to successful whole-grade acceleration.  This form may also be used for subject based acceleration, as appropriate.  If any of these items apply to the student in question, whole-grade acceleration is not recommended.  However, we strongly encourage the team to complete the IAS in order to use the information to consider curricular alternatives for accelerating the student’s academic experiences.  If any one of these items is checked, please proceed to the conclusions/next steps section on the last page.
□ The student’s ability was measured by a cognitive abilities assessment and  is less than one standard      deviation above the mean.
□ The student would be accelerated into the same grade as (or a higher grade than) a sibling.

□ The student presently has a sibling in the same grade.

□ The student indicates that he/she does not want to be whole-grade accelerated.

Please carefully research and respond to the following considerations.  Place a check next to each topic as it is discussed and expand on any response you deem necessary.

Academic/Intellectual Considerations (record date on line at left):

________ Testing Data Collected (please specify test name, testing date, and scores):

________ Academic Data Collected:




Mathematics:




Reading:




Other (please specify):
Academic/Classroom Assessments:

________ What are the reason(s) for the proposal of acceleration/Who has proposed acceleration?

Other Considerations:
_______ Student’s Age (month/year) ______________________________

Social/Emotional Considerations

________ Emotional Fit:  When compared emotionally to his/her age mates, __________________ is:


      When compared emotionally to his/her proposed grade mates, ____________________ is:


Physical Considerations
________ What is the physical size of the child in relation to the students in the grade which is being considered?  Expand here:


Affective Considerations

________ Has the child given his/her opinion of possible grade level acceleration?  Expand here, if necessary.

Process Considerations:
________ In what ways have all the stakeholders (student, parent, current classroom teacher, next grade classroom teacher, administrator, gifted consultant) been part of the decision making process?


Student:


Parent:


Current Classroom Teacher:


Proposed Classroom Teacher:


Administrator:


Other parties involved:

Conclusions/Next Steps:
________ Are there other options to consider which would meet the goal of challenging the child?  (subject area acceleration, curriculum compacting, telescoping, etc.)  Expand here:

________ Other Considerations:  Please describe in detail.
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